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"When the people saw the shells fall," says Al Jabarti, "a
thing they had never known, seen or experienced before, they
called on God to protect and shield them from fear." In spite
of this terrifying episode, the rebels continued to shoot arrows
andihurl missiles until their ammunition was exhausted. Then
the sheikhs rode on their mules to see Bonaparte, who repri-
manded them severely for having assisted the rebels and con-
nived at their misdeeds, although they shared with him the
responsibility of government.

In the end he accepted their intercession, but this did not
prevent him from carrying out stern reprisals. The French
cavalry were admitted into the sacred precincts of Al Azhar
and were kept there until all was quiet. His former friendship
with the sheikhs cooled down, and the first national divan
wg,s suppressed. When it was restored, Napoleon took care to
see that it was composed of other elements besides the sheikhs.
The new divan was composed of sixty members, of whom
fourteen were to constitute the permanent council. Apart from
the sheikhs there were merchants, officers, Copts, Syrians,
Greeks and other Europeans. Of the fourteen members, five
were sheikhs, two Moslem merchants, two Copts, two Syrians,
. and three local European merchants.

It was at that time also that orders were given to pull down
the heavy gates that guarded lanes and alleys by night and
blocked the way of the French army during the revolt.

The second revolt broke out in the spring of 1800, during
the rule of General Kl^ber, who succeeded Bonaparte after
his secret return to France in August 1799.

During the second revolt the Turks were actually at the
gates of Cairo, and were ready to occupy the land in conse-
quence of the Treaty of Al Arish, concluded between Sydney
Smith, the English admiral, and Kteber, the intrepid French
general who hated to stay in Egypt with the French Expedi-
tion. -Unfortunately the English admiral, in negotiating with
the French, was acting without consulting his superiors and,
in consequence, the treaty was not ratified by either England
or Turkey. War therefore broke out again after the Turks had
penetrated very far into the Delta. Their presence among the
rebels gave the second revolt a most determined character.
The populace of the city, led this time by their chosen leaders